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America’s families. He cares about 
mothers. He cares about fathers. He 
cares about young people. He cares 
about babies. He cares about seniors. 
He cares about the future of the Amer-
ican people. Yes, Obama cares. 

We know that Obama cares because 
insurance companies can no longer 
deny 17 million children with pre-
existing conditions health coverage. 
We know that Obama cares because 105 
million Americans with life-threat-
ening diseases no longer have to live in 
fear of maxing out on their lifetime 
dollar limits on their insurance cov-
erage. We know that Obama cares be-
cause more than 3 million young people 
up to age 26 can now have coverage be-
cause insurance companies can no 
longer remove them from their par-
ents’ plans. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not want to say 
that the people in Congress who oppose 
ObamaCare do not care, but I need help 
in understanding this dilemma. Where 
do they live? Who do they represent? 
Who could oppose health care for their 
constituents? 

The opponents of ObamaCare have 
not proposed a single serious alter-
native to provide health care coverage. 
Their constituents get sick, too. Have 
these Members of Congress ever been 
sick? Have they ever had a sick family 
member without insurance coverage? 
Have they ever been to a public emer-
gency room? They should be afraid for 
their neighbors, their friends and fam-
ily who may someday become jobless, 
uninsured, and sick. They will lose ev-
erything that they own. 

Who do these people represent? Do 
they represent robots? Do they feel? Do 
they bleed? Do they have pain? 

Members of Congress should be en-
couraging people to get coverage and 
expand access to health care. We can 
stop the crisis of uninsurance that is 
killing people, draining our tax dollars, 
and degrading our health system. In-
stead, too many legislators are spread-
ing myths and half-truths about the 
only plausible plan that exists right 
now to end our health care crisis. 

ObamaCare is not a government 
takeover. To the contrary, it is an im-
provement on our private, free market- 
oriented health care system. You will 
have choices. You will have access. If 
you are unemployed with no health 
care, you will likely get it. If you are 
employed with health care, you will 
likely experience no change in your 
present health care coverage. If you are 
on Medicare, do not be frightened. You 
will experience no changes in your 
Medicare coverage. 

The Federal Government is simply 
making it easier and cheaper for people 
who have no insurance to get insured. 
The Federal Government will subsidize 
your health care bills according to 
your income status. ObamaCare is try-
ing to ensure that no one’s livelihood is 
destroyed by a serious illness. 

When I was an elementary school 
principal, I worked to help a homeless 
family whose children were attending 

my school. The father was a profes-
sional man—an optician—whose life-
time was destroyed when he hit his 
lifetime cap for health care coverage 
because of serious medical conditions 
related to sickle cell anemia. They suf-
fered. They lost everything—their 
home, their dignity, their health. The 
whole school joined in to help them 
through this crisis. This family was 
forced to work incredibly hard to sur-
vive. They would not have had to face 
such a hardship if the Affordable Care 
Act protections were in place. 

We know that ObamaCare is about 
women because pregnancy can no 
longer be considered a preexisting con-
dition. We know that ObamaCare is 
about young people because young peo-
ple—the likeliest to be involved in auto 
crashes or motorcycle crashes or drug 
use—will be insured. They are not in-
vincible, as they so often believe. As it 
stands now, someone has to pick up the 
tab when they make a mistake. They 
need to be insured. 

Have you been to a public emergency 
room lately? It’s a nightmare. People 
everywhere are suffering, waiting end-
lessly for their turn. So many of these 
patients are not insured and cannot 
pay. Not only do they suffer, but the 
taxpayers and public health system 
also suffer. The costs are passed on 
down the line. What a relief it would be 
for our public hospitals and for the tax-
payers if we could ensure that every 
person in America that was eligible has 
health insurance. 

This is about fiscal responsibility. 
People want to be insured. They want 
the peace of mind and stability. 
ObamaCare is about the economic fu-
ture of this Nation because the Afford-
able Care Act ensures that Americans 
pay for all the health care services 
they use. Preventive care would save so 
much money and save so many lives. 

Mr. Speaker, no one said that this 
would be easy. Progress is never easy. 
We went through this struggle with So-
cial Security in 1935. Before Social Se-
curity, senior citizens suffered and died 
in poverty. Social Security provoked a 
tremendous backlash from conserv-
atives. Members of Congress even 
fought to strip domestic workers and 
agricultural workers of their benefits 
in order to keep African Americans out 
of the system. We had to fight, but we 
ultimately succeeded in building a So-
cial Security system that keeps tens of 
millions of Americans out of poverty. 
We have come a long way. 

We went through this struggle with 
Medicare in 1965. Back then, Repub-
licans, including then-California Gov-
ernor Ronald Reagan, declared that 
Medicare was a ‘‘Soviet-style health 
model’’ and the end of freedom in 
America. But we ultimately succeeded 
in building a health care system for the 
elderly that prevents untold suffering 
and death. 

ObamaCare is about 30 million lives. 
October 1, 2013. It’s about marching 
forward in the proud tradition of Social 
Security and Medicare. It’s about 

marching toward the goal of a society 
that truly cherishes human life. 

Nobody said that it would be easy. 
We knew it would be difficult. We knew 
it would be hard. We’ve been here be-
fore. We fought hard—and we won. And 
we’re on our way to another crowning 
achievement in the history of this Na-
tion, simply because Barack Hussein 
Obama cares. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING 
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) 
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO 
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN 
RESOLUTIONS REPORTED FROM 
THE COMMITTEE ON RULES, AND 
RELATING TO CONSIDERATION 
OF THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
H.R. 2642, FEDERAL AGRI-
CULTURE REFORM AND RISK 
MANAGEMENT ACT OF 2013 

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 113–231) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 361) waiving a requirement of 
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to 
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules, 
and relating to consideration of the 
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
2642) to provide for the reform and con-
tinuation of agricultural and other pro-
grams of the Department of Agri-
culture through fiscal year 2018, and 
for other purposes, which was referred 
to the House Calendar and ordered to 
be printed. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 252. An act to reduce preterm labor and 
delivery and the risk of pregnancy-related 
deaths and complications due to pregnancy, 
and to reduce infant mortality caused by 
prematurity; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 527. An act to amend the Helium Act 
to complete the privatization of the Federal 
helium reserve in a competitive market fash-
ion that ensures stability in the helium mar-
kets while protecting the interests of Amer-
ican taxpayers, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3092. An act to amend the Missing 
Children’s Assistance Act, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the 
following title: 

S. 793. An act to support revitalization and 
reform of the Organization of American 
States, and for other purposes. 
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